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“Electronic Literature as 
Digital Humanities” in A 
New Companion to the 
Digital Humanities. 
Blackwell, 2016.



Electronic 
Literature 
as Digital 

Humanities

Electronic literature functions as a field of digital 
humanities research on a number of different levels, 
each with their own defining characteristics. These 
include:

1) Creative digital media practice in electronic 
literature;

2) The development of specific platforms for 
creative practices in digital media; 

3) Theoretical work and analysis of works of 
electronic literature to build new 
understandings of contemporary textuality and 
“digital vernaculars”;

4) The establishment of networked scholarly 
practices, digital publications, research 
infrastructures, and social networks particular 
to the digital media research environment; and

5) Meta-analysis and visualization research based 
on electronic literature metadata.













Polity Press, 2019
Hardcover, paperback, e-book

Circa 240 pp
98K words, seven chapters

Extensive study of the history 
and genres of electronic 
literature from the 1950s to the 
2010s.

Winner of the 2019 N. Katherine 
Hayles Award for Criticism of 
Electronic Literature





Ø Basic premise of the Electronic 
Literature Knowledge Base: 
consider a field as a network 
composed of human and non-
human actors, objects, and 
events.

Ø Consider creativity and field-
formation as emerging from all 
these networked interactions.

Ø The literary artifact is 
inseparable from the network in 
which it is produced, 
disseminated, and post-
processed.

Ø Document individual objects, 
but even more importantly, 
develop a knowledge model that 
accounts for and makes available 
for study the relations between  
them.



Key ELMCIP Contributors
2010-2023

Stein Magne Bjørkland

Professor Jill Walker Rettberg

Professor Joseph Tabbi

Original ELMCIP PIs

Eric Rasmussen (Editor)

Patricia Tomaszek (Editor)

Alvaro Seiça (Editor)

Hannah Ackermans (Editor)

Aud Gjersdal (Librarian)

DIKULT 207 Teachers and Students

Visiting Researchers

Authors abroad in the field



3897 
Creative 
Works 
documented



5028 articles 
of Critical 
Writing 
documented



4705
authors 
referenced



941 
publishers, 
journals, and 
organizations 
mapped



662 
conferences, 
exhibitions & 
seminars archived



Teaching resources 
made available on 
an open access 
basis



Documenting 
relationships 
between 321 
software / 
platform and 
creative works



Video and 
multimedia 
documentation of 
performances and 
events made 
accessible



Extensive 
cross-
referencing to 
show works in 
their critical 
contexts



Archival 
attachments 
such as full 
text pdfs and 
source code



Research 
collections –
mini 
databases 
within the 
database



Granular filtered 
search of creative 
works and critical 
writing



Creative 
Commons 
licensed: feel 
free to share 
and reuse



Expert level: open data 
exports of all data in 
content types or filtered 
search for data analysis 
and visualization



Expert level: able to spit 
out core metadata for all 
3897 creative works in 
the database in about 3 
minutes in format ready 
for input into Gephi.



Backend: Built in customized 
Drupal 7 (moving to 10), all 
code now managed in a 
Github repository



Backend: Issues? We got 
issues. Ongoing issue-
tracking, bug squashing, 
feature development.



Backend: Hosting on NIRD 
Norwegian Research 
Infrastructure service



Immense
Benefits

Internationally: key resource and a structural platform for an 
academic field

Expanded audiences for electronic literature

Enables research that both advanced our research group and 
research by others around the world.

Pedagogical resource for curricula.

Connects E-Lit to broader DH

Value to students, authors, researchers

Locally: basis for research group’s international reputation

Locally: attracts visiting researchers, post-docs, leads to new 
projects and applications

Locally: strengthens grant project applications, bringing in 
new resources



Publications

At least 30 papers and presentations 
specifically about the ELMCIP database

Including several components of Hannah 
Ackermans’ recent dissertation “The 
(Inter)Faces of Electronic Literature: 
Scholarly Experiments that Built a DH 
Field” (2022)

Papers on Digital Humanities, E-Lit 
communities, data mining and 
visualization, information architecture, 
epistemology, intrinsic bias, and more…



Enabling New Types of 
Research: Data-mining 

and Visualization
Doing “distant reading” from 

large datasets
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Blue Light

Screen
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Trope
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Stir Fry Texts
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Cunnilingus in North Korea

Samsung

Operation Nukorea
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Hospital Tent

Cunnilingus in Nordkorea
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Lotus Blossom
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Artist's Statement No. 45,730,944: The Perfect Artistic Website

Metablast

The Sea
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Beckett's Bounce

All Fall Down
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*water writes always in *plural
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Tao
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Dawn
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Entre
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Déprise
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Bodies of Water
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Gentleman Fight Night
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Inanimate Alice, Episode 1: China
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The Apostrophe Engine

Isopoema

Generador de poemes catalans

Poemes
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endings eventually end

Soft Cinema: Navigating the Database
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Requiem
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Completely Automated

Sentences
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R
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Geothe
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Common Tongues

No Time Machine
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Fields of Dreams

The Executor

Dear e.e.
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IChing.Poetry.Engine

Free Haiku!

Bokstavene

American Psycho, 2010

Hapax Phenomenon

Epitaph Gertrude Stein
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Life Sharing

The Dead
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Scott Rettberg

Anders Sundnes Løvlie

Jeremy Welsh
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Leslie Rule

Deena Larsen

Sandy Baldwin

Sonja Thomsen

Lucie de Boutiny
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Rod Moore

Katherine Haake

Nancy Buchanan

Jeremy Bushnell

Claire Carre

Geoffry Gatza

Caren Beilin

Joeyllyn Rock

Laura Sullivan

Nathaniel Stern

Wade Roberts

Maureen Seaton
Karen Osborne

Claudia Herbst

Mika Igarashi

The Dreamlife of Letters

Lexia to Perplexia

The Prime Directive/Primärdirektivet

The Jew's Daughter

To Touch

'Scape the Hood

Ingen elge på vejen den dag

NON-roman

flâneur - tag the world

Book of Shadows

Great Wall of China

Postcard

Mozaic

Babel

Precession of the Equinoxes

Echelon

This is Not a Hypertext

Pause

non-LOSS'y Translator

Predictor

Golem

Faen. Nå har de senket takhøyden igjen. Må huske å kjøpe nye knebeskyttere.

Alchemy

The Living Room

Presence

The Castle
Magnet

Les 12 Travaux de l'Internaute / The 12 Labors of the Internet User

Halo

Stream

reWrite

reRead

Oracle

Hamnen

Iakttagarens förmåga att inngripa

Lys-Mørke

afternoon, a story

Twelve Blue

Patchwork Girl

Diagrams Series 6: 6.4 and 6.10

LYMS

Twilight, A Symphony

Stagno

Poemas no meio do caminho

Sea Island

A Dream with Demons

Samplers: Nine Vicious Little Hypertexts

True North

Victory Garden

Hypertext Hotel

Blue Company

Sunshine '69

Galatea

A bribes abattues

Panoramic Poems, Narratives and Travels

Tributaries & Text-Fed Streams: A Feed-Reading of the Capilano Review

"Where you will have been I am..." [not yet found]

Utter

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz (Performance Work)

Ingenstans

My Words / Mes Mots

ppg256 (Perl Poetry Generator in 256 Characters)

Connected Memories

Newsrub

L'Albatross

CityFish

Trac|tExt|ract

Middle Orange | Meia Naranja

OCO

Tesão

IO (Kac)

Letter

Figurski at Findhorn on Acid

Retournement

Metamorphose

Ré veille d’artiste

Amour

Le mange-textes

Je t'aimerai

I mellom tiden

The ABCDESTRUCTIONOPQRXYZÅÄÖ

Enter the Plains

Surrender Control

Kind of Blue

SKIN: A Mortal Work of Art

Truisms

She's a Flight Risk...

Kaycee Nicole

oooxxxooo

Uncle Buddy's Phantom Funhouse

Zeit für die Bombe

Translation

First Screening: Computer Poems

Vingt ans après

e-cris

Incident of the Last Century 1999, Sampling Sarajevo

Détournement / Diversion

Faith

overboard

forking paths

Spawn

Leaved Life

GRAMMATRON

Birds Singing Other Birds' Songs

The Raw Shark Texts

Nachtkrabbel

Book Unbound

Hegirascope

Entre Ville

in absentia

House of Leaves

A Humument

Brainstrips

Voyage Into the Unknown

Canyonlands: Edward Abbey in the Great American Desert

Letter to Linus

Deep Surface

After Parthenope

a show of hands

New Word Order: Basra

Separation / Séparation

The Bubble Bath

The Mandrake Vehicles

Andromeda

Wordscapes and Letterscapes

88 Constellations for Wittgenstein (to be Played with the Left Hand)

Digitally Modified Organism

The Sweet Old Etcetera

Califia

Pieces of Herself

The Fugue Book

Basho's Frogger and JABBER

La Casa Sota el Temps

Universo Molécula

Soldatmarkedet

The Ballad of Sand and Harry Soot

These Waves of Girls: A Hypermedia Novella

Disappearing Rain

A Sky of Cinders

The Fall of the Site of Marsha

Self Portrait(s) [as Other(s)]

its name was Penelope

Star Wars, One Letter at a Time

windsound

my body — a Wunderkammer

Rice

The Meddlesome Passenger

Nio

Soleil Amer

Crowds and Power

Iterature

Fitting the Pattern

Tailspin

TOC: A New-Media Novel

Arteroids

The Cape

The Inframergence

about nothing, places, memories, and thoughts: robert creeley (1926-2005) and patricia tomaszek

Frequency

MIDIPoet

lala

Mindwheel

On Lionel Kearns

Book and Volume

soundpoems

my Molly (departed)

book review: not a b (pdp remix)

Accidental Meaning

...Reusement

Talking Cure

Etang

l0ve0ne

exquisite_code

Marginalia in the Library of Babel

Stravinsky's Muse

Plaintext Performance

Déprise

FILMTEXT 2.0

Friday's Big Meeting

Stud Poetry

Langweekend

Long Weekend

degenerativa

Reagan Library

10 Poemes en 4 Dimensions

The Dazzle as Question

Reach, a Fiction

s(Pacing)

The Hugo Ball

Frame Work: A Hypertext Poem

Breathing at the Galaxy’s Edges

Turning Away

Ask Me for the Moon: Working Nights in Waikiki

The Bomar Gene

M.U.C. Love Letter Generator

Frankenstein; or, The Modern Prometheus

Dictionary of the Khazars: A Lexicon Novel

The Glass Snail: a Pre-Christmas Tale

riverIsland

The Uninvited

Ferris Wheels

On the Birthday of a Stranger

Charmin' Cleary

We Descend : Archives Pertaining to Edgerus Scriptor, Volume 1

Fibonacci's Daughter

The Barrier Frames / Diffractions Through

Tokyo Garage

Tristessa

Et null nynner

Bokstavlek

Neseblod

Urheilulajeja hentorakenteisille

Tehtaan kuolema

The Death of a Factory

Planting Trees Out of the Grief: In Memoriam Robert Creeley

Intruder

12 Easy Lessons to Better Time Travel

Labyrinth: the Rulebook without Game

Diari d'una absència

Biennale.py

Uncle Roger

Kill the poem

Code Movie 1

Trade Tattoo

Robert Coover Criticism Generator

Unicode

Amor de Clarice

Chroma

_cross.ova.ing 4rm.blog.2.log 07/08 XXtracts_

Endemic Battle Collage

Everybody Dies

Game, game, game, and again game

Golpe de Gracia

mémoire involuntaire no. 1

New Digital Emblems

Palavrador

Reconstructing Mayakovsky

Semantic Disturbances

Accounts of the Glass Sky

Itinerant

All Roads

PING

Bad Machine

Carving in Possibilities

Sooth

synonymovie

This is how you will die

Up Against the Screen Mother Fuckers

WhereAbouts

wotclock

Deviant: The Possession of Christian Shaw

Dreamaphage

Project for Tachistoscope [Bottomless Pit]

White-Faced Bromeliads on 20 Hectares

Whom the Telling Changed

Strings

Storyland

Savoir-Faire

RedRidinghood

mar puro

Heart Pole

TLT vs. LL

Word Museum

Torus

New Word Order

Lascaux.Symbol.ic

_the data][h!][bleeding texts_

_The Art of M[ez]ang.elle.ing: Constructing Polysemic & Neology Fic/Factions Online_

Interstitial

La Resocialista Internacional

Frequently Asked Questions about "Hypertext"

Girls' Day Out

[theHouse]

Internet Text, 1994- [Through Feb 2, 2006]

Soliloquy

Landscapes

Dim O'Gauble

Series 1: the alphabetic

i made this, you play this. we are enemies

The Flat

Last Dream

Capped

The Rut

The Incomplete

Changed

Glimmer

ACITEOP. Disfunciones poéticas del lenguaje.

The Diary of Anne Sykes

ELIZA

Ad Verbum

This Is Not A Poem

GENERATION(S)

Google Earth: A Poem for Voice and Internet

FaceDown

Prosthesis

Fractured

Floppy

Wasser

Mondriaan

Enigma n

recycled

The Book After the Book

lens

Paddle

vowheels

%Location

TEXT

after emmett: a dispersion of ninetiles

Anipoems

Shadows From Another Place

text.curtain

The Distributed Legible City

The Tulse Luper Suitcases

The Tulse Luper Journey

What We Will

Tafel/Blackboard

Grafik Dynamo

Nome

Saving the Alphabet

Alternumerics

The Minotaur Project

With Love, from a Failed Planet

him

Cyberpoetry Underground

Nepabunna

Translucidity

Egypt: The Book of Going Forth by Day

_][ad][Dressed in a Skin C.ode_

Along the Briny Beach

The Misanthrope of Karlskrona

Michigan Agricultural College Tour

I am

The Roar of Destiny

Q.Q.A.3

Peggy

Re:Positioning Fear

Genesis

Click

Väljarna/Elect

King of Space

Of Day, of Night

Quibbling

PortalDown Time

Inigo Gets Out

Cinema Volta: Weird Science and Childhood Memory

Puppet Motel

Dreamtime

Wasting Time

Composition No. 1

I Have Said Nothing

Remembering Bogle Chandler

Paths of Memory and Painting

Underbelly

Ibland försvinner rösten helt, under några timmar eller hela dagar. Denna företeelse saknar helt förklaring.

The Talking Dead

The Good Captain

Yes, really

Le Noeud

Ecran Total

Tumulte, 227 histoires brèves

dollspace

The Art of Sleep

Deadline

Firefly

VE3 Composition No. 1

Composition No. 1

My Boyfriend Came Back From the War

Nine attempts to clone a poem

Tramway

Etang

Winchester's Nightmare

Fictions d’Issy

City of Secrets

Agrippa (A Book of the Dead)

The First Meeting of the Satie Society

The Heart of the Machine

STRUTS

haha

Onrust (Restlessness)

Ray Kurzweil’s Cybernetic Poet

string-code

Another Kind of Language

Socratic Enquiries

Things Come and Go

Generative Poems

Wordy Mouths

Stillicidio

Tu/tto

Vocaleyes

Cartografi

No matter
Soldati

Cityscapes: Social Poetics / Public Textualities

Card Catalogs and Electronic Books

RepeatAfterMe

Public Love Poem

Rememori

Codeswitching 23_g

Imaginary Landscape 4.1 (betamix)

Poem for ___ (Mo Hailun)

Fragments of Distances

Le Rabot poète

Strange Rain

Sous Terre, The Subnetwork

Sans Titre

Silent Conversation

About the Other Animals

Sinferidad

La Huella de Cosmos

Ne me touchez pas / Don't touch me

Out of Touch

Luminous Airplanes: A Hyperromance

Expressions

Sign After the X

Disclaimer

Reboot The Universe Now: A Propositional Poem for World Peace

Spamology

Suits: A Narrative of About Twenty-Seven Hours, More or Less

How Am I Not Myself

To Find the White Cat in the Snow

fleshtresholdnarrative

Virtual Reality Exhibit at the Singapore Museum

Nightmare Wanders Father's Song

Light-Water: a Mosaic of Meditations

City of Angles and Anguish

I know that somewhere this is a homage some where

Mountain Rumbles

Brown House Kitchen

WOE

Turning In

Notes Toward Absolute Zero

Muds

Archives Zaroum

Rehearsal of Memory

Under Language

Soldatmarkedet

Landskaber omkring digtet kompas

Goggi

Scrape Scraperteeth

Roman

Trepp

Net poetry

altavista words

chatpoetry

Turkmenbashi, mon amour

To be or not to be Mouchette

Car Wash

Droites et Courbes / Lines and Curves

La plissure du texte

Noise

An Evening In Front Of The Box

Jean-Pierre Balpe ou les Lettres Dérangées

myBALL

Ideas of Beauty: Conversations

svevedikt ("poetry floating in the air")

Look, here she lies (Kijk, hier ligt ze)

Je ziet hier iedereen voorbijkomen, de Westerparkse gedichten

Ondertussen in Taylor, Nebraska

Slechte adem in de mist (Bad breath in the mist)

Slaaplied (Lullaby)

Je liegt en je filtert ... (You're lying and you filter ...)

INJECTIES (INJECTIONS)

Jacques Brel op 8 april 1929 bij zijn geboorte Avenue du Diamant 138, Schaerbeek

Start at the End: a Hypertext Fiction

En million historier

A Slow Year: Game Poems

Excerpts from the Chronicles of Pookie & JR

Tema procura-se

Amor-mundo, ou a vida, esse sonho triste

Amor-mundo, ou a vida, esse sonho triste (cn)

Mar de Sophia

Poesia encontrada

Húmus poema contínuo

Amor de Clarice (v. 2). Versão Combinatória

Streamflow conditions

Do Peso e da Leveza
Um Corvo Nunca Mais

8 Brincadeiras para Salette Tavares

Earthbound: Surfing the Apocalypse

Like Stars in a Clear Night Sky

Caminant

Caosflor

Deus Ex Machina

Intermínims de navegació poètica

A Life Set for Two

Ja tornaré

Everglade

Negative Space: a Computerized Video Novel

Jardins de plàstic I

Nothing temps

Negative Space: A Computerized Video Novel (CD-ROM edition)

PAC - Poesia Assistida per Computadora

Projecte8

Retorn a la Comallega

Tantderêves

Tetra

5000 palabras

Kairos

Eidola Kosmos

21 días

Gabriella infinita

Daily

Family Tree

Faen. Nå har de senket takhøyden igjen. Må huske å kjøpe nye knebeskyttere.

A Party at Silver Beach

Whisper Wire

Making Art Online

Marble Springs 1.0

Radiophonic Laura: Voice, Song, Information, Intelligence

F2F

The Torrent

Extinction Elegies: a post-Fukushima interactive video-poem tht introduces mutations into the DNA of meaning.

R, Adieu

The Quiddities

Seattle Drift

Amanda Stories: Ten Children's Adventures by Amanda Goodenough

Softies

The Walking Man

Typoems

When I Was President

Whale Hunt

Red Lily

Shy Boy

Mythologies of Landforms and Little Girls

Suicide in an Airplane

Circumstances

Transfixions

Distraction

Picking Petals

Vive la Bagatelle

Blueberries

Czarne Jagody

popo_udnie, pewna historia

dbCinema

Seedsigns for Philadelpho

Map of a Future War

Tue-moi

The End of Capitalism

The Nowhere Dance

Erica T. Carter Project

Erica T. Carter: The Collected Works

The Accidental Artist

Mesostics for Dick Higgins

Mesostics for Dick Higgins (Print)

Without a Trace

Public Override Void

Imposition

ID_Xor.cism_
Désir Insuffisant

Promise

Ten Mobile Texts

Collection

Mapping

Robohand

No Country For Old Men

The Pines at Walden Pond

Immobilité

[Murmur]

Soft Cinema: Ambient Narrative

Shadows Never Sleep

Being Human

Fotomo Blues

Ruben and Lullaby

Core Sample

The Carrier

Zone : Zero

How to Make a Dadaist Poem

Pillage Laud

_______: A Translation

Orson Whales

Today I Die

I wish I were the Moon

E_cepahalopedia // novellex

PLAY with the last days of DRAG RACING PUPPETS

Taroko Gorge

Takei, George

Fred & George

Kluge: A Mediation

Berlioz

charNG

codework parenthetical insertions

On the Web

db.11x8.5

Delivery Machine 01

The Eden Database

Gorge

A Machicolated Body

Promiscuous Design

RE_WORKINPR

Reasoned Metagoria

Toy Garbage

Ugly

VIRU2

Xylo

Yoko Engorged

____ ___ _____ _______

For My Next Illusion I Will Use Wings

David Still :)

Sydney's Siberia

Shade

Passage

Concatenation

PHONE:E:ME

A Fine View

Walkdont

Folgen

Pentameters Toward the Dissolution of Certain Vectorialist Relations

The Click Poems

Thoughts Go

Euclid

The Cyborg Opera: Synth Loops

Your World of Text

aoa_renci

Passage Sets

Well/Brane

Correspondences

Poetry Generator

Land/Wave Series

Voice Inside My Head

Textweave

Letterbuilder

All The Numbers From Numbers

DayThe Tapeworm Foundry

The 21 Steps

Uncle Roy All Around You

Living Liberia Fabric

Evidence of Everything Exploding

Place Their Face

Homer's Iliad

Same Day Test

Hot Air

TRANS.MISSION [A.DIALOGUE]

Velo City

Negro en ovejas

Pinzas de metal

Código de barras

Angels, Avatars, and Virtual Ashes

Signal to Noise

Opening Sources

From Ireland with Letters

V: WaveSon.nets / Losing l'Una

Custom Orthotics Changed My Life

Grace, Wit and Charm

RC_AI

An American Life In Writing

SFZero

SWALLOWS

SWALLOWS 2.0

petite brosse à dépoussiérer la fiction

Eight Was Where It Ended

He Said, She Said

Circle

Automatype

Böhmische Dörfer

The 4th Search

Zombies, Run!

Spine Sonnet

Afeeld

Firefall

Wen

Labyrinth

Understanding Echo

Secret DoorTriple Echo: Orpheus and Euridyce

Hosts

Vienna Underground: The Third Woman Project

The Prisoner

RA-DIO

Marginal Effects

About Time

Human Readable Messages

Feed

The sport of détournement, the détournement of sport, basic skills for media remixes

Small Machines Making Words

Psychographic Poetry

Ubermatic

Entropy Edition

Pax: an instrument

Aleph Null

RC_AI & Purloined Packets

There he was, gone.

Revenances

Modern Mother

Queerskins

Matko Zawrotna

We Descend, Volume Two

Purpling

So Random

Between Treacherous Objects

human-mind-machine

Not Found

JB Wok

Clues

Animalamina

Because You Asked

pianographique

What They Said... (While We Were Sleeping)

Revelations of Secret Surveillance

1999

How to transform dog/horse pron/hump lovers into art patrons

Um estudio em vermelho

Zaira, City of Memories

Das Epos der Maschine

Influencing Machine of Miss Natalija A.

Cultures in Webs: Working in Hypermedia with the Documentary Image

//**Code_Up

Solstice

Catalogue: Nothingness

Childhood in Richmond

There, There Square

Ceci n'est pas un Nike

American Ghosts

My Summer Vacation

Voice Time

Re:Cycle

Blue Lacuna

Radio Salience

The (Former) General In His Labyrinth

Marble Springs 3.0

Forest

Almost Goodbye

Simultan

maybe make some change

I'm simply saying

Tree Woman

Into the Green Green Mud

Incarnation: Heart of the Maze

Skeleton Sky

The Attributes of Heartbreak (or Gilgamesh, Twelve Leagues He Travelled)

Argot, Ogre, OK!

Wander Wire

MyNovel.orgI-Pledge.org

Lord's Prayer, The

Love Is...

Archetypal Africa

Cinema2.com

PamelaSmall.com

My Nervous Breakdown
MythWatch.org

Natural History

Tafel 2/Blackboard 2

Bodybuilding

Speaking Clock

when

Poëzie loont (Poetry pays)

Een latente meertaligheid (A potential polyphony)

Welkom Vreemdeling (Welcome Stranger)

Smeekbede

Trujillo poeem

Ah (a shower song)

Leaving the City: Indra's Net V
Collocations: Indra's Net II

An Essay on the Golden Lion: Indra's Net IV

Oisleánd: Indra's Net IX

Pressing the Reveal Code Key: Indra's Net VIII

Huis Clos / No Exit

The Perfect Couple

Fragments of the Dionysian Body

Intergrams

Baby Work

Blinding Lights

The Broadside of a Yarn

Small Uncomfortable Reading Poems

B A C K L I T

The Final ProblemTextual Skyline

Borderline

Typeoms

24 hours with someone you know...

Cent mille milliards de poèmes

Sestinas

Exquisite Corpse Poems

Cantoos

_The_Tem(Cor)p(oral)_Body_

Absurd in Public

Re:Mix

Missed Connections

Every Word I Saved

Every Word I Saved (Book)

Wired

Io Sono At Swoons

Corporate Text Cannibal

Sonne Ordklip

The Black Chamber

Notes on the Voyage of Owl and Girl

cave.cubes

C()n Du It

Touchwords

Careless Observations

Gravity Clock

Hadean Lands

Deep Walls

Face Codes

Snaps

Rockface II

Making Visible the Invisible

The Secret Life of Numbers

PoemAds - Sob o signo da devoração

Rum Skab Værelse

Rush

[the perpetual bed]

Viz Études

Another Emotion

The Poetry Cube

Hermeticon: Pop Spell Maker

Last Words

The Quick Brown Fox (a Panagram)

War Games

Time Train

Stained Word Window

Dig

JABBER: The Jabberwocky Engine

Heights

London Eye

Lair of the Marrow Monkey

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz (iPhone app)

Social Dis-ease

We Drank

9:05

A Study in Shades

Only Revolutions

Ghost City

Disembodied Voices

Grand Thieves Audio Modologues

Dandelion Chance

haikU

El Dorado: Scenes from the Road

[JJ.BS]GENERATIVE RE:EDIT/ATOR

NONCE.EXECUTOR (disposable language)

(S)PACING

Pushkin Translation

Memoirs from Hijiyama

Breathing/Secret of Roe

How It Is in Common Tongues

The Image

Tideland

McLu-uhms

Soul

The Ballad of Workstudy Seth

Mondrian Mood

Tilfældigvis er skærmen blevet blæk

Viva Zombatista

Norangsdalen

Kliniken

Skogen

Search Lutz!

concrete_machine

G-LINIE HTML

worm applepie for doehl

Fabrikverkauf

das buch gertrud

AutoSummarize

Codeworks: Netart on the border of Language and Codes

Collage / Montage: Idensen live!

For the Natural Death of the Work of Art

The Horse on the Cell Phone / Das Pferd am Handy

Free Lutz!

SMServices - Text on Demand

Heim@tmuseum

schlampe

POPstory

Heimatmuseum II

LEi/iEBESÜBUNGEN

Der Kahuna Modus

Hilfe!

Die Schwimmmeisterin

_Viro.Logic Condition][ing][ 1.1_

DADA TO GO: A WALKTHROUGH LEVELS

Ouroboros (aka. Uróboros)

RiTa

Electric Poem

per.m]utations - permutationen

Stochastische Texte

pleintekst.nl

A crissxross trail < R3/\/\1X\/\/0RX: one remix player's scenic route through remixworx

ich sterbe gleich, schatz. Dramatisches Chat-Destillat (2004). Von einer stillen Autorin, einem geschwätzigem Publikum und der Frage, warum Ümit in Istanbul Schuhe putzen soll

I Love You

Today is Lemonade

Nomad Lingo

Spring Day Notation

looppool

Alone Engaged

10 PRINT CHR$(205.5+RND(1)); : GOTO 10

Nobody knows but you

Over and Over, Even

Macelib

Pé Ponta-Cabeça

Osso

Red/tratos

All wrongs reversed ©1982

Dois Pontos

Foi

Calaboca

À Temporal

Versalhões

Fórmula do mar

Para uma eventual conversa sobre poesia

Holo/Olho (Holo/Eye)

Abracadabra

ZYX

Chaos

WORDSL 1 and 2

Quando? (When?)
Lilith

Albeit

Phoenix

Não

Reabracadabra

Recaos

Deus

Storms

Accident

UPC

Perhaps

Reversed Mirror

Wine

Secret

Hermenetka

Nous n'avons pas compris Descartes

IO: analysis

Prthvî

What is your dream?

Quebra Cabeça

Escritas Arcaicas

Anfipoemas

Misslungene Anbetung

Porto Alegre Suite: Negritude and Solitude

Plural maps: lost in São Paulo

Corposcopio

Atame: A Angústia do Precário

Quando Assim Termina o Nunca 1 – Visuais

The verse/ De verso

Hexaemeron

Oratorio

Window

Living Will

Hurst

Hobo Lobo of Hamelin

Every Duck Has an Adventure

Almas II

Solidão de um Pássaro sem Asas

cidadecitycité

ininstante

Poema-Bomba

coraçãocabeça

The QR-Poem

Poetrica

Tele_bits 2.0: Metacinema, Redes Abertas e RA

<Content=No Cache>

The Glide Project

217 Views of the Tokaido Line

MUPS

Passing Through

Losing the Lottery

Uncontrollable Semantics

konsonant

Ghost Moons

The Rainbow Factory

eye in the making

Hors Catégorie

Datafeeds

Ten Doors Closing

The Neighbour

Backbeat

Ambient Fish

The Madeleine Effect

Luz

Crossed Lines

Tale-Spin

A Madlib Frost Poem

Thirteen Ways of Looking at a Blackbird

Croatian Tales of Long Ago

Peter's Haiku Generator

Fugues
A Pen

Six Little Loops

Pieces

Something That Happened Only Once

Pyxis Byzantium

The Wedding Celebration of Gunter and Gwen

The Way North

Nature on a Leash

Arrested

Jargon Reducer

Killing Lena

Winterscape

Sky and Wires: At Home and Homeless

OneSmallStep: a MySpace LuvStory

uConnect

Calling America

(Dis)Location, (Dis)Connection, (Dis)Embodiment

Voice Mosaic

Digital Oracles

Skindoscope

Contemplating Flight

Composition

Drawing from Life

Untitled 5

Logozoa

Foliage

Time Qullts (a loop study)

Narrative Units

Velvet

Epiglobis

Kodachrome Blue Syntax

Una Selva Oscura

Who is Flora?

Training Missions

Developing: the Idea of Home

Imaginary Year

Nostalgia

Speak: a Hypertext Essay

Don't Breathe

Bare Bones

Beautopia

LETTERS FROM THE ARCHIVERSE

COG (I)

"a crisis in se_Mantics: gendered symbols and notion" in computer graphics imaging

Formes libres flottant sur les ondes

hektor

The Hollow

Authorship of creative works documented in the KB



Authorship of works documented in the KB



2002 ELO State of the Arts Exhibition



2008 ELO Media Arts show



ELO 2010 Creative Works





ELMCIP is part 
of the reason 
we got grants 
(Big Grants)

Extending Digital Narrative



Challenges and 
Lessons

Documentation / tutorials

Communication with user base

Community involvement in content 
development

Institutional investment / ownership of DH 
research infrastructure

Preservation: 100 year vs. few year perspective

Resource needs: maintenance, development, 
editorial layer, design, hosting



Over time, user 
expectations 
outstripped  the 
capacities of 
our team to 
fulfill them.



At the same 
time, our 
technical and 
editorial 
resources 
were reduced 
over time.

It is utimately impossible for one small 
team at one university to maintain 
comprehensive documentation of an 
entire field.

The goal of making ELMCIP a 
contributory database grown by the 
field of electronic literature has met 
with limited success. Instead, the field 
came to rely on ELMCIP, rather than 
ELMCIP relying on the knowledge 
community in a more symbiotic 
relationship. 

It takes a village to maintain a 
database.



ELMCIP was 
both a 
beneficiary 
and a victim 
of “scope 
creep.”

As our team over time realized what 
new functionalities we could develop, 
it was very difficult to resist adding 
new features to the database.

As a result, what started out as a 
relatively simple bibliographic / 
metadata resource became more 
complex.

This is great when you are using the 
database for a variety of different 
research purposes, but it makes it 
more difficult/costly to maintain and 
upgrade.



The cross-
referential 
model on 
which ELMCIP 
is based 
results in  
thinner data 
(stub records)



Who is going 
to pay for all 
this?

After the original ELMCIP funding ran 
out (in 2013), we ran into a common 
problem for DH projects. There was a 
need to scratch for basic funds to keep 
the database running. 

Even minimal support was essentially 
beyond our means. When we did find 
that support, most of our resources 
had to go to to tech support, not 
editorial support.

Within the university, the database 
became a kind of hot potato. 

Keeping the lights on was an 
exhausting process of annual 
negotiation.



Every field in 
a database 
has 
ideological 
implications, 
whether 
intended or 
not

• For example: the situation of a trans 
author changing gender and/or 
name. How do we avoid doing 
harm through data?

• The coverage of the database (of 
work of authors of different 
nationalities, identities, languages) 
also becomes a source of 
controversy.

• In becoming the most extensive 
database in the field, expectations 
were raised that ELMCIP 
could/should cover the entirety of 
the field, even parts that were 
unknown to us.



Accessibility is 
a challenge

• Both our awareness and the 
infrastructure for accessibility were 
different when we built the 
database 13 years are different than 
they are now

• While there is much we can do to 
make ELMCIP more accessible that 
is easily accomplishable as we 
change the platform, reworking 
existing records will entail 
significant resources

• But it is important to prioritize 
making data (and electronic 
literature) accessible to everyone



What’s Next?

From the ELMCIP Electronic 
Literature Knowledge Base

to the Digital Narrative Database



After 13 
years, it’s 
time for a 
transition

• We can’t take care of two large databases at 
once.

• CDN plans to document and analyze other types 
of narratives beyond electronic literature per se

• For example, narrative computer games, 
computational narrative systems, social media 
narratives, narrative works in VR/AR, AI based 
narrative work

• Focus on specific examples, not completionism



First: Take Care 
of ELMCIP



Then: 
Develop the 

Digital 
Narrative 
Database

• Digital narratives 
include electronic 
literature, but not 
only electronic 
literature

• No intent to cut or 
diminish existing 
data – ELMCIP data 
will be in the DND

• But there is a need 
to address other 
research needs in a 
more specific and 
focused way

• And reassess 
certain practices



Algorithmic narrativity is the 
combination of the human ability 
to understand experience 
through narrative with the power 
of the computer to manipulate 
symbols and process and 
generate data.



SOCIAL 
MEDIA 

DISCOURSE

VIRTUAL AND 
AUGMENTED 

REALITY

ELECTRONIC 
LITERATURE

COMPUTER 
GAMES

COMPUTATIONAL 
NARRATIVE

SYSTEMS

Exploring Diverse Forms of Digital Narrative



Basic Research in 
Digital Narrative

Documenting and analyzing works, models, and 
functions of digital narrative.

Comparative analysis of digital narratives across 
genres, media, and historical periods.

Developing a theory of social media narratives 
that builds upon algorithmic narrativity.

Studying audience experience across diverse 
populations using innovative methods 
combining ethnography, audience analysis and 
community co-design.

Developing and analyzing innovative 
experimental exemplars of new forms of digital 
narrative.



Reassess and 
Rebuild Better

• Focus on richer, encyclopedia-style entries
• Reconsider aspects of the contributory model, 

taking into account the fact that most of the work 
is already done in-house

• Limit scope creep
• Communicate scope and intent clearly to users
• Prioritize accessibility
• Keep extensiblity  and purpose-specificity in mind
• Prioritize data management
• Acknowledge the endgame from the beginning.



The great news: 
We finally have 
real resources, 
and more than 

ever before!

• We built the database into the plan 
for the Center for Digital Narrative

• Center staff will include a research 
technologist working 50% on 
database development, research 
assistants focused on the database

• ELMCIP is built into our Digital 
Culture curriculum, and students 
will continue to work with and on 
the Digital Narrative Database

• Center researchers, PhDs and post-
docs will all contribute and develop 
data

• Strong support from IT (on tech), 
and library (on data)

• Strong support from national 
Norwegian Research Infrastructure



Thanks for your attention, 
good luck and best wishes, 
my fellow digital humanists!



Questions? And discussion.


